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Dick Rush was born and raised in Idaho, and his parents still live on the family farm near 
Moscow. He is a graduate of the University of Idaho with a degree in agricultural 
economics and holds a master’s degree in agricultural economics from the University of 
California at Davis. Dick has served as Administrator of the Idaho Wheat Commission, 
Director of the Idaho Department of Agriculture under two governors and State 
Executive Director of the USDA Farm Service Agency. He also managed a 6000-acre 
dry land farm and livestock operation in north Idaho, owned by the Coeur d’Alene Tribe 
of Idaho. 

Besides a distinguished career in government, Dick has held management positions 
with Boise Cascade Corporation, Basic American Foods and served as Vice President 
of Natural Resources for the Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry. He also 
served as CEO of the American Red Cross for Greater Idaho. Dick is currently a 
member of the Idaho Soil Conservation Commission and a Supervisor of the Ada Soil 
and Water Conservation District. He is a member of the Idaho Employer Support of the 
Guard and Reserves (ESGR). Dick lives in Boise with his wife Nancy. They have three 
married children: Kelly, Leslie and Ben, and four grandchildren. 

 
.  

 

.

 


