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USDA Opens Enrollment Period for 
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss 
Coverage Safety-Net Programs 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that eligible 
producers may now formally enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for 2014 and 
2015. The enrollment period began June 17, 2015, and will end 
Sept. 30, 2015. 

The new programs, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, trigger 
financial protections for agricultural producers when market forces 
cause substantial drops in crop prices or revenues. More than 1.76 
million farmers have elected ARC or PLC. Previously, 1.7 million 
producers had enrolled to receive direct payments (the program 
replaced with ARC and PLC by the 2014 Farm Bill). This means 
more farms have elected ARC or PLC than previously enrolled 
under previously administered programs.  

Nationwide, 96 percent of soybean farms, 91 percent of corn farms, 
and 66 percent of wheat farms elected ARC. 99 percent of long 
grain rice farms, 99 percent of peanut farms, and 94 percent of 
medium grain rice farms elected PLC.  For data about other crops 
and state-by-state program election results go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

Covered commodities under ARC and PLC include barley, canola, 
large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, 
lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain 
rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), 
safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. 
Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. 

For more information please contact your local FSA office 
https://offices.usda.gov.  
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USDA Offers Flood Impacted West 
Virginia Farmers and Ranchers 
Immediate Disaster Assistance 
Farm Service Agency Stands Ready to Assist Agricultural 
Producers Slammed by Recent Heavy Rains  

West Virginia Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and 
ranchers across the state of federal farm program benefits that may 
be available to help eligible producers recover from recent heavy 
rains and flooding. 

FSA offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to 
assist agricultural producers in their recovery efforts following 
floods or similar qualifying natural disasters. Available programs 
and loans include:  

·         Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - 
provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable crops 
when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due 
to natural disasters (includes native grass for grazing). Eligible 
producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2015 crops. 

·         Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to 
eligible producers for livestock death losses in excess of normal 
mortality due to adverse weather. Eligible losses may include those 
determined by FSA to have been caused by hurricanes, floods, 
blizzards, wildfires, tropical storms, tornados lightening, extreme 
heat, and extreme cold. Producers will be required to provide 
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible 
adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to their 
local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of 
livestock is apparent.  

·         Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to 
eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers for qualifying tree, 
shrub and vine losses due to natural disaster.  

·         Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and 
Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) - provides emergency relief 
for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse 
weather, or other conditions, which are not adequately addressed 
by other disaster programs. ELAP covers physically damaged or 
destroyed livestock feed that was purchased or mechanically 
harvested forage or feedstuffs intended for use as feed for the 
producer's eligible livestock. In order to be considered eligible, 
harvested forage must be baled; forage that is only cut, raked or 
windrowed is not eligible. Producers must submit a notice of loss to 
their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is 
apparent. 



ELAP also covers up to 150 lost grazing days in instances when a 
producer has been forced to remove livestock from a grazing 
pasture due to floodwaters. 

For beekeepers, ELAP covers beehive losses (the physical 
structure) in instances where the hive has been destroyed by a 
natural disaster including flooding, high winds and tornadoes. 

·         Emergency Loan Program – Available to producers with 
agriculture operations located in a county under a primary or 
contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest 
loans help producers recover from production and physical losses 
due to drought, flooding. 

·         Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides 
emergency funding for farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate land 
severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss.  

·         HayNet - is an Internet-based Hay and Grazing Net Ad 
Service allowing farmers and ranchers to share 'Need Hay' ads and 
'Have Hay' ads online. Farmers also can use another feature to 
post advertisements for grazing land, specifically ads announcing 
the availability of grazing land or ads requesting a need for land to 
graze. www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet. 

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, farmers and ranchers 
must report prevented planting and failed acres (crops and 
grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form 
FSA-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the 
final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management 
Agency (RMA). 

For more information on disaster assistance programs and loans 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/ or contact your local FSA Office. To find 
your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

  

 

 
New Farm Bill Offers Increased Opportunities for Producers 
The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program 
modifications that create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications 
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs 
is available here.  

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and 
continue operations, including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and 
emphasizing beginning and targeted underserved producers.   

Changes that will take effect immediately include: 

·         Elimination of the 15 year term limit for guaranteed operating loans. 
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·         Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county 
as a qualifier instead of the median farm size.  

·         Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less 
than regular Direct Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate was 
established at 5 percent.  

·         Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan 
Program from $225,000 to $300,000. 

·         Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit. 

·         Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining additional 
loans from the federal government. 

·         Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90 
percent for targeted underserved borrowers and beginning farmers. 

·         Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term limits for veterans and beginning 
farmers. 

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA 
Farm Bill website for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs. 

  

 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who 
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, 
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.  

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible 
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and 
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.          

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, 
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather 
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss 
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of 
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from October 1, 2014 
to September 30, 2015 must file: 

·         A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by November 
1, 2015 
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·         An application for payment by November 1, 2015 

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year.  

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online: 

·         ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  

·         ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 

·         ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

.  

 
Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and 
service direct loans.  

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 
debts, excluding real estate.  

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.  

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a 
down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and 
the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and 
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 
operating loan.  

  

 
Guaranteed Loan Program 
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a 
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss 
of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and 
operating purposes.   

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, 
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.  
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Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, 
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.  

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,392,000. Repayment terms vary 
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating 
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.  

  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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