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USDA Disaster Assistance to Help 
Thousands of Honeybee, Livestock and 
Farm-Raised Fish Producers 
2014 Farm Bill Program Offers Producers in Over 40 States Relief 
for 2012 and 2013 Losses  

Nearly 2,500 applicants will receive disaster assistance through the 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised 
Fish Program (ELAP) for losses suffered from Oct. 1, 2011, through 
Sept. 30, 2013.  

The program, re-authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides 
disaster relief to livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish 
producers not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance 
programs. Eligible losses may include excessive heat or winds, 
flooding, blizzards, hail, wildfires, lightning strikes, volcanic 
eruptions, and diseases, or in the case of honeybees, losses due to 
colony collapse disorder. Beekeepers, most of whom suffered 
honeybee colony losses, represent more than half of ELAP 
recipients.  

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal 
fiscal year. To accommodate the number of requests, which 
exceeded funds available for each of the affected years, payments 
will be reduced to ensure that all eligible applicants receive a 
prorated share of assistance.  

 
USDA Reminds Farmers of 2014 Farm Bill 
Conservation Compliance Changes 
The 2014 Farm Bill implements a change that requires farmers to 
have a Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland 
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Conservation Certification (AD-1026) on file.   

For farmers to be eligible for premium support on their federal crop 
insurance, a completed and signed AD-1026 certification form must 
be on file with the FSA. The Risk Management Agency (RMA), 
through the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC), manages 
the federal crop insurance program that provides the modern farm 
safety net for American farmers and ranchers.   

Since enactment of the 1985 Farm Bill, eligibility for most 
commodity, disaster, and conservation programs has been linked to 
compliance with the highly erodible land conservation and wetland 
conservation provisions. The 2014 Farm Bill continues the 
requirement that producers adhere to conservation compliance 
guidelines to be eligible for most programs administered by FSA 
and NRCS. This includes most financial assistance such as the 
new price and revenue protection programs, the Conservation 
Reserve Program, the Livestock Disaster Assistance programs and 
Marketing Assistance Loans and most programs implemented by 
FSA. It also includes the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program, the Conservation Stewardship Program, and other 
conservation programs implemented by NRCS.   

Many FSA and Natural Resource Conservation (NRCS) programs 
already have implemented this requirement and therefore most 
producers should already have an AD-1026 from on file for their 
associated lands. If however an AD-1026 form has not been filed or 
is incomplete then farmers are reminded of the deadline of June 1, 
2015.  

When a farmer completes and submits the AD-1026 certification 
form, FSA and NRCS staff will review the associated farm records 
and outline any additional actions that may be required to meet the 
required compliance with the conservation compliance provisions.   

FSA recently released a revised form AD-1026, which is available 
at USDA Service Centers and online at: www.fsa.usda.gov . USDA 
will publish a rule later this year that will provide details outlining the 
connection of conservation compliance with crop insurance 
premium support.  Producers can also contact their local USDA 
Service Center for information.  A listing of service center locations 
is available at 
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/contact/local/.  

 

 
Coverage Selection for New 2014 Farm Bill Safety Net 
Programs Began Nov. 17 
Producers have Until March 31, 2015, to Choose the Program Best for their Operation    

Farm owners and producers are reminded that the opportunity to choose between the new 2014 
Farm Bill established programs, Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC), 
began Nov. 17, 2014, and continues through March 31, 2015. The new programs, designed to help 
producers better manage risk, usher in one of the most significant reforms to U.S. farm programs in 
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decades.    

USDA helped create online tools to assist in the decision process, allowing farm owners and 
producers to enter information about their operation and see projections that show what ARC and/or 
PLC will mean for them under possible future scenarios. Farm owners and producers can access 
the online resources, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc, from the convenience of their home 
computer or mobile device at any time.    

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, 
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium 
grain rice (which includes short grain rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and 
wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity.    

Dates associated with ARC and PLC that farm owners and producers need to know:  

• Now through Feb. 27, 2015: Farm owners may visit their local Farm Service Agency office 
to   update yield history and/or reallocate base acres.  

• Nov. 17, 2014 to March 31, 2015: Producers make a one-time election between ARC and 
PLC for the 2014 through 2018 crop years.  

• Mid-April 2015 through summer 2015: Producers sign contracts for 2014 and 2015 crop 
years.  

• October 2015: Payments issued for 2014 crop year, if needed. 

To learn more about which safety net options are most appropriate for specific farming operations, 
farmers can use new Web tools at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc, which can be accessed from the 
convenience of a home computer or a mobile device at any time. To learn more about upcoming 
educational meetings, farmers can contact their local Farm Service Agency county office at 
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.  

2015 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES 
 

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
the Name County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Name County:  

December 15, 2014:          Fall Seeded Small Grains 

January 15, 2015:             Apples and Peaches 

July 15, 2015:                   All Other Crops  

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:   

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.  

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.   

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
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reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.   

Additionally, producers in Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, and Texas 
can purchase both NAP and RMA coverage for 2014 annual forage crops. However, beginning in 
2015, NAP coverage will not be available for annual forage crops in Kansas, Nebraska, North 
Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, and Texas.  

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local County 
FSA office.  

Beginning Farmer Loans 
 

 FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm 
loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:   

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years  
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 

program sponsored by FSA  
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.  

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.   

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years  
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 

program sponsored by FSA  
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.  

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.   

Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged 
 

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production.  Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or 
ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided 
priority funding for members of socially disadvantaged applicants.   

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to 
his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.  
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FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable 
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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