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Margin Protection Program for 
Mississippi Dairy Producers 
The 2014 Farm Bill authorized the Margin Protection Program 
(MPP-Dairy) for dairy producers. The new, voluntary risk 
management program replaces the Milk Income Loss Contract 
(MILC) program which expired on Sept. 1, 2014.  

MPP-Dairy offers protection to dairy producers when the difference 
(the margin) between the all-milk price and national average feed 
cost falls below a certain producer selected amount.  

Eligible producers may purchase coverage for their dairy operation 
by paying an annual administrative fee of $100 and a premium, as 
applicable, for higher levels of coverage. Producers in the dairy 
operation will have to select a desired coverage level ranging from 
$4.00 to $8.00, in $0.50 increments and a desired coverage 
percentage level ranging from 25 to 90 percent, in 5 percent 
increments. Producers will also have to decide whether or not to 
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Sterling Withers 

Reasonable 
Accommodations: 
Persons with disabilities who 
require accommodations 
to  participate in FSA 
programs should contact the 
County Executive Director in 
your area or Federal Relay 
Service at 1-800-877-8339.  

participate in the MPP-Dairy Program or the Livestock Gross 
Margin program administered by the Risk Management Agency 
(RMA), but they will not be allowed to participate in both.  

A decision tool is available to help producers make coverage level 
decisions.  The enrollment period for 2014 and 2015 ends on 
November 28, 2014.  Dairy operators will establish their production 
history during signup. Verification of the production records will be 
required.  

MPP-Dairy offers protection to dairy producers when the difference 
(the margin) between the all-milk price and national average feed 
cost falls below a certain producer selected amount.  

Eligible producers may purchase coverage for their dairy operation 
by paying an annual administrative fee of $100 and a premium, as 
applicable, for higher levels of coverage. Producers in the dairy 
operation will have to select a desired coverage level ranging from 
$4.00 to $8.00, in $0.50 increments and a desired coverage 
percentage level ranging from 25 to 90 percent, in 5 percent 
increments. Producers will also have to decide whether or not to 
participate in the MPP-Dairy Program or the Livestock Gross 
Margin program administered by the Risk Management Agency 
(RMA), but they will not be allowed to participate in both.  

A decision tool is available to help producers make coverage level 
decisions.  The enrollment period for 2014 and 2015 ends on 
November 28, 2014.  Dairy operators will establish their production 
history during signup. Verification of the production records will be 
required.  

 
COC Reminder of Ballots to be Mailed to 
Eligible Voters  

 

The FSA National Office will be mailing out ballots to eligible voters on or about November 3, 
2014.  Landowners and producers are reminded that the last day to return voted ballot to the USDA 
Service Center is December 1, 2014.  Newly elected county committee members take office starting 
January 1, 2015.  More information is available at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

 
Producers Filing for NAP Losses 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for 
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the 
FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become 
apparent.  

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar 
days of the final planting date for the crop.  
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2014 Farm Bill Safety Net Dates To Remember 
Dates associated with ARC and PLC that farm owners and producers need to know:  

• Sept. 29, 2014 to Feb. 27, 2015: Land owners may visit their local Farm Service Agency 
office to update yield history and/or reallocate base acres.  

• Nov. 17, 2014 to March 31, 2015: Producers make a one-time election of either ARC or 
PLC for the 2014 through 2018 crop years.  

• Mid-April 2015 through summer 2015: Producers sign contracts for 2014 and 2015 crop 
years.  

• October 2015: Payments for 2014 crop year, if needed.  

USDA helped create online tools to assist in the decision process, allowing farm owners and 
producers to enter information about their operation and see projections that show what ARC and/or 
PLC will mean for them under possible future scenarios. The new tools are now available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. Farm owners and producers can access the online resources from the 
convenience of their home computer or mobile device at any time.  

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, 
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium 
grain rice (which includes short grain rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and 
wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity.  

Producers can contact their local FSA office for more information or to schedule an appointment.  

 
USDA Unveils Key New Programs to Help Farmers Manage 
Risk 
USDA just unveiled highly anticipated new programs to help farmers better manage risk, ushering in 
one of the most significant reforms to U.S. farm programs in decades.   

New tools are now available to help provide farmers the information they need to choose the new 
safety net program that is right for their business.   

The new programs, Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC), are 
cornerstones of the commodity farm safety net programs in the 2014 Farm Bill, legislation that 
ended direct payments. Both programs offer farmers protection when market forces cause 
substantial drops in crop prices and/or revenues. Producers will have through early spring of 2015 
to select which program works best for their businesses.  

To help farmers choose between ARC and PLC, USDA helped create online tools that allow 
farmers to enter information about their operation and see projections about what each program will 
mean for them under possible future scenarios. The new tools are now available 
at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

Starting Monday, Sept. 29, 2014, farm owners may begin visiting their local Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) offices if they want to update their yield history and/or reallocate base acres, the first step 
before choosing which new program best serves their risk management needs. Letters sent this 
summer enabled farm owners and producers to analyze their crop planting history in order to decide 
whether to keep their base acres or reallocate them according to recent plantings.  

The next step in USDA’s safety net implementation is scheduled for this winter when all producers 
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on a farm begin making their election, which will remain in effect for 2014-2018 crop years between 
the options offered by ARC and PLC. 

Producers can contact their local FSA Office for more information on ARC and PLC or to schedule 
an appointment to update their yield history and/or reallocate base acres.  

 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Online Hay and Grazing 
Acres Locator 
For many years, FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet  has been the "go to" online 
resource for agricultural producers to list information concerning the need for hay or the availability 
of hay.  

Now, in response to requests from livestock producers and landowners, FSA has expanded the site 
to include the option to list a need for grazing acres or to list acres available for grazing.  

If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support 
livestock, please use Hay Net to post an advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise, 
landowners who have hay and/or grazing acres available for livestock producers should post a Hay 
Net advertisement as well.  

A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website:  

• There is a one-time registration process that should be completed by all users who want to 
post an ad online.  

• Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an eAuthentication user id.  
• Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a period of 13 months.  

Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads current and up to date and remove ads 
you no longer need or want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate advertisements on this 
site.  

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to 
provide a site for the exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise 
make representations of any kind regarding any user of this site and FSA is not responsible for 
defining the terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts.   

For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact your 
local FSA office.  For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: 
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.  

 
Compliance Spot Checks 
Compliance spot checks will be conducted on 2014 crops.  Instead of locally selecting farms, 
contracts, deficiency loans, etc. for review, a nationwide selection of producers is employed.  Spot 
check selections are to be conducted based on a producer’s participation in Conservation Reserve 
Program, Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, Loan Deficiency Program, etc.  

For more information about the spot check selection procedure, feel free to contact your local Farm 
Service Agency office for additional clarification.  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQxMDMwLjM3NjM3OTgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MTAzMC4zNzYzNzk4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTgyNDk2JmVtYWlsaWQ9YWFyb24ucm9iaW5zb25AbXMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWFhcm9uLnJvYmluc29uQG1zLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&109&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQxMDMwLjM3NjM3OTgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MTAzMC4zNzYzNzk4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTgyNDk2JmVtYWlsaWQ9YWFyb24ucm9iaW5zb25AbXMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWFhcm9uLnJvYmluc29uQG1zLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&110&&&http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app


 
Mississippi's Microloan Program Through FSA 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique 
financial operating needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.    

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $50,000 or less. 
The effective date of the increase from $35,000 to $50,000 is November 7, 2014.  The loan features 
a streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers.  This loan 
program will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of community supported 
agriculture (CSA).    

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $50,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses 
such as hoop houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses 
such as seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses.  As financing 
needs increase, applicants can apply for a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of 
$300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.  

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan 
programs available should contact their local FSA office to set up an appointment with a loan 
official.   

 
Youth Loans and Eligibility Requirements 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must 
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to 
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5000.  

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:  

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident 
alien  

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age  
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 

above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance 

and assistance from a project advisor.  The project supervisor must recommend the youth 
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.  

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.  

 
Save Time - Make an Appointment with FSA 
As we roll out the Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, there will be related signups and in 
some cases multiple management decisions that need to be made by you, the producer, in consult 
with FSA staff.  To insure maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full 
attention to your important business needs, please call our office ahead of your visit to set an 



appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that you may need to have with you 
when you arrive for your appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please 
visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app .  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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